
Mountain Site Design Criteria 
The dramatic beauty of the surrounding natural landscape is a major asset in the mountains.  
Scenic or high quality elements of the natural landscape need to be maintained or enhanced, 
while disturbed areas may need to be rehabilitated or enhanced. All development should be 
integrated, through location and design, with the existing natural character.   

The purpose of these criteria is to assist and encourage landowners and their designers in 
creating high quality development which respects the environment and to encourage creative 
and flexible approaches to site design.  By using the criteria listed below, it is anticipated that 
more sensitive development will occur. It is encouraged that these criteria be used not only 
during rezoning and special use cases, but also for subdivision plat, exemptions from platting, 
and site development plan cases. 

The varying characteristics of individual sites will determine which of the following criteria may 
be applicable.  In some cases, all of the criteria may be applicable, while in others, only some 
may apply.   

Policies 

1. Naturally occurring wet meadows are scarce and should not be disturbed.   

2. Group buildings and design development to ensure privacy between homes.   

3. Limit large, uninterrupted expanses of parking areas by incorporating landscaping, utilizing 
building placement, landform, or other techniques. Berms and landscaping are preferred to 
screen parking lots.   

4. Use only wall mounted, under canopy, or monument style signs.  Integrate monument signs 
into the landscape with vegetation, or into the architecture of the buildings.   

5. Use privacy (opaque) fences only to provide private areas immediately around buildings or 
for noise attenuation.   

8.  Use pitched roofs or a design solution that prevents the appearance of large roof planes. 

9. In high wind areas, structures should be sited to avoid adverse impacts from blowing snow 
on adjacent roads and building entrances.   

10. Revegetation of disturbed land in mountain areas is difficult given the lack of irrigation 
water, the thin layer of top soil, and the short growing season; therefore, land disturbance 
should be minimized. 

11. Preserve existing vegetation for screening and erosion control.   

12. Landscaping should emphasize the use of native vegetation that is hardy and drought 
tolerant.  Earth shaping in conjunction with the creative use of rock are alternative techniques 
which should be considered.   
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