
Wildlife 
The Central Mountains area affords residents and visitors an immense opportunity to experience, learn from, and live 

with a wide variety of plants, wildlife and their habitats. 
 
In this fortunate area, black bear, mountain lion, bobcat, elk, whitetail and mule deer, fox, coyote, marten, 
beaver, trout, songbirds, wild turkey, grouse, hawks, and bald and golden eagles still roam, swim, and soar within 
sight of Denver skyscrapers. Rare and threatened plants, fragile wetlands, and a range of habitats from near-
desert to subalpine provide incredible biodiversity here at the suburban fringe. (See Appendix for full inventory.) 
 
Wildlife, including both plant and animal biota, enhances the area’s quality of life, augments property and other 
values, attracts residents and investment, contributes to human psychological well being, and provides a 
barometer of the health of our ecosystem. These are valuable assets, not to be squandered. The relationships 
among animals, vegetation, and human activities, and their direct and cumulative impacts on each other, must be 
addressed as part of every development proposal. 
 
While wildlife and biodiversity are renewable resources, restorable through their own natural regenerative 
processes up to a point, human impacts, development, and neglect can cause irreversible damage to these 
valuable resources. Conversely, wildlife can endanger human inhabitants, and educational and other protective 
measures must be taken to minimize conflicts between wild animals and people.  A conscious regard for wildlife, 
habitat, and biodiversity should be exercised at every phase of human development projects initial planning, 
government approval, site preparation, construction, sale and resale. 
 

Goals 
1. Assure thatNew development should accommodates and protects wildlife, with care given to the maintenance, 
rehabilitation, and enhancement of their habitat. 
2. Food, water and cover are the three basic needs required to sustain life, and sufficient amounts of each should 
be permitted to exist in order to promote a species’ biological viability. 
3. Protect wildlife and their habitats which might be significantly affected by domestic livestock and pets. 
4. Maintain the natural wildlife “carrying capacity” of sites which have moderate to high wildlife value. 
5. Maintain the safety of residents by proactively reducing conflicts between wild animals and people. 
 

Policies 
1. Based on criteria and training developed by the Colorado Division of Wildlife to determine the presence of all 
forms of wildlife, including birds, reptiles, small animals, and large animals, and the importance of the subject site 
to the wildlife present, case managers should determine whether an environmental assessment (meeting 
Colorado Division of Wildlife or other applicable standards) of an area will be required. Results of such a study 
should be used to help implement the policies that follow. 
2. The following critical habitat and biota should be preserved (no development): 

• Elk calving areas 
• Critical movement/migratory corridors 
• Severe winter range 
• Riparian areas 
• Wetlands 
• Golden Eagle nesting sites 
• Habitats of any threatened or endangered species identified 

3. Critical wildlife habitat may be used for lot area of homesites subject to the restrictions outlined in Policies #1 
and #2 above. However, aAppropriate buffers should be provided between human activity and critical Maximum 
Quality wildlife habitat.  The extent of these buffers should be defined in consultation with the Colorado Division 
of Wildlife and should consider the needs of wildlife for cover, food supply, water, and safety from predation by 
domestic animals. 
4. No structures, grading, or fences which impede wildlife should occur within the critical Maximum Quality  
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wildlife habitats. Road crossings in these habitats should be avoided but may be allowed if they are designated on 
an Official Development Plan, their location is the only viable option to access developable land, and their 
presence does not unreasonably affect the viability of these habitats. 
5. Natural, non-significantly impacted, and recovered biotic communities (areas with no current evidence of 
recent, onsite human development) should be required to have a wildlife inventory prepared prior to any 
development or development approval. 
6. Open areas which have been deemed as being important to wildlife should be preserved. Any development 
should occur beyond the edges of these open areas. 
7. Native vegetation important to wildlife should be preserved to the maximum extent possible. 
8. The introduction of plant materials not indigenous to the area, which might cause a degradation of the 
ecosystem, should be avoided.  (See Appendix for examples of both appropriate plant materials and those to 
avoid.) 
9. Hydrologic features should be maintained in a way which does not adversely affect water quality or quantity. 
10. Bodies of water, natural springs, wetlands, waterways and their banks should be preserved or enhanced to 
promote their value as elements of habitat. 
11. Snags, downed trees and brush piles are ingredients of a viable habitat. The value of these elements should be 
considered when wildfire and insect prevention measures are addressed. 
12. Development should be coordinated to allow for the interconnectedness among critical habitat, important 
food, water or cover sources, movement corridors and adjacent habitat. 
13. To eliminate impacts on wildlife, all development proposals should be referred to the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife for suggested mitigation techniques. Fences which impede wildlife movements should not be allowed 
across drainages and riverbeds. Seeps and springs should remain natural, not channelized. Noise generated from 
development should be minimized to reduce the impact on wildlife. 
14. Improve the carrying capacity of some sites to offset the loss of habitat in developed areas. 
15. Design criteria for developments should include both protection for wildlife from people, and for people from 
wildlife. Full disclosure of the presence of black bear and mountain lion in the area should be required of all 
developers. Bear-proof trash containers are essential. Kennels should be roofed. Citizens should be prohibited 
from providing salt or feeding all wildlife except songbirds. Brush should be cleared at least 30 feet away from 
each dwelling. Gardens should have an 8-foot fence to protect plants from foraging deer or elk. 
 

Implementation 
1. Amend the County legal authorities, as necessary, to implement these goals and policies. 
2. In conjunction with the Colorado Division of Wildlife, important wildlife and habitat areas should be mapped. 
3. Educational guides for use by developers and the general public should be created by the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife in an effort to heighten the awareness about wildlife, the adverse effects of free-roaming, predatory dogs 
and cats, and the feeding patterns of wild animals. 
4. The County should enforce dog control and require that dogs be kept in roofed enclosures. The County should 
work toward reducing the overall number of dogs in Wildlife areas. 
5. The County should explore offering incentives to those who accommodate wildlife in the planning of their 
projects. 
6. Critical wildlife habitat should be preserved as open space in perpetuity through the purchase of open spaces, 
voluntary private actions, conservation easements, environmental trusts, or other mechanisms. 

Mountain Site Design Criteria 
The Wildlife section of the Mountain Site Design Criteria adopted with this plan should be used in preparing and 

evaluating plans for development in areas where important wildlife resources exist. • 
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