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Last Call for Master Plan Comments 

        
Winter has arrived in 
Colorado just in time for the 
festive holiday season. We 
hope you're staying warm 
and safe during this recent 
arctic blast! 

If you have a few moments 
and haven't already, please 
consider submitting your 
input on the 2013 Jeffco Open 
Space Master Plan. The 
update process and citizen-
comment period that 
included 15 public meetings is drawing to a close. 

The draft version of the Master Plan is available for viewing on our 
website. It covers everything from land acquisition to conservation 
to volunteerism. As a sales tax-funded organization, your 
comments help us further understand the community's needs and 
desires. Hearing from you helps determine how we can best serve 
our citizens over the next half-decade. This update to the Master 
Plan will chart our course for the next five years. 

We've compiled relevant documents on our Master Plan webpage. 
There you will find the draft Master Plan, maps, presentations and 
more. Comments and suggestions can be sent by end-of-business 
Friday, Dec. 20 to trock@jeffco.us with the subject "JCOS Master 
Plan." 

From our Jeffco Open Space & Parks family to yours, we wish you 

 

Thea Rock, Communications Manager 

Jeffco Open Space & Parks 

 



the best during this holiday season.  
 
Happy Trails,  
Thea Rock, Communications Manager  
Jeffco Open Space & Parks 

 

 

  "It is the life of the crystal, the architect of the flake, the fire of the 
frost, the soul of the sunbeam. This crisp winter air is full of it." 

  
- John Burroughs 

  

News & Information 

    

Centennial Cone Seasonal Closure -- The late-season hunting access at Centennial Cone Park 
will begin Dec. 1, closing the area to all other uses through the end of January. The majority of the 
park will reopen to multi-use recreational activities Feb. 1. The Elk Range Trail, which traverses 
diagonally along the northwestern boundary of the park, typically remains closed through mid-
June to protect the winter range and calving habitats of the local elk herds.  

Master Plan Comments Due -- The last day to submit input on the 2013 update to the Jeffco 

Open Space Master Plan is Friday, Dec. 20. Please send your comments to trock@jeffco.us  
with the subject "JCOS Master Plan." 

Holiday Office Hours -- All Jeffco Open Space & Parks offices will be closed Wednesday, Dec. 

25 and Wednesday, Jan. 1 in observance of the Christmas and New Year's Day holidays.  
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Apex Park Update 

We will keep the public updated as we work through the repair process to address the flood 
damage in Apex Park. If you were unable to attend our public information meeting on November 
19th, we have made the content from the meeting available on the Apex Park webpage: 

• Flood Recovery Presentation: The presentation from the public meeting which 
covers all of our flood-damaged parks, the work completed, the work yet to be 
done, and FEMA involvement 

• Apex Park Flood Damage Assessment Map: Shows damage on trails rated as 
minor, moderate, and heavy 

• Apex Park FAQs 

In addition, two new videos were shown at the meeting and can be viewed here: 



  
VIDEO: Jeffco Open Space Flood Recovery   
  
VIDEO: Apex Park Flood Damage: A Walking Tour  
  
We have started volunteer days at Apex Park. The first two days took place the week of Nov. 
25th, and were filled by volunteers at the public information meeting. Additional volunteer efforts 
will become available as weather, staff resources and trail logistics for hauling materials allow. 
  
Thank you for your patience as we work to address the Apex Park closure. We appreciate your 
cooperation and respect of the closure for your safety. 
  
If you would like to join the Apex Park email update list please contact apexpark@jeffco.us to sign 
up. 

Stewardship 

Central 

  

Post-Turkey Volunteering 
  
Jeffco Open Space has much to be thankful for, 
including the dedicated volunteers who spent 
their Thanksgiving holiday working to rebuild 
trails damaged during the September floods. 

Two days were spent at North Table Mountain 
Park repairing the Rim Rock Trail. About 15 
tons of fill material were moved, and the 
volunteers helped build checkdams and 
waterbars. At Apex Park, crews installed 
barriers to close off the most dangerous sections 
of trail. 
  
Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers 
 and staff who participated in the project! To learn more about volunteer opportunities with Jeffco 
Open Space & Parks, please visit jeffco.us/parks/volunteer/. 
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Volunteers and staff working to repair the Rim Rock 

Trail at North Table Mountain Park 

 



Nature Notes  
  

2012-13 Frog Survey: Species, 
Distribution and Breeding Success in 
Jeffco Open Space Parks  
  
The results are in from a frog survey begun in 
2012 to discover species presence and initiate a 
long-term study on breeding habits on Jeffco 
Open Space properties. 
 
Amphibian populations are experiencing 
drastic declines worldwide, with one-third of 

every amphibian species threatened with extinction. The 2012-13 frog survey set out to monitor 
the locations and breeding sites of local frog populations. 

The survey was conducted at 13 sites in 11 Jeffco Open Space Parks. Six species of frog have the 
potential to live on JCOS land, of which four were discovered: the Boreal Chorus Frog, the 
Woodhouse's Toad, the Northern Leopard Frog and the American Bullfrog. 

The JCOS Natural Resources staff started a new local chapter of FrogWatch USA and utilized 
volunteers to gather information via nocturnal auditory surveys. The first two seasons of the 
program have filled a gap in understanding the presence and distribution of frogs on Open Space 
properties, and its continuation is vital to prudent management of the local populations. Thanks 
you everyone who helped out, including our all-star Natural Resource Management cast! 
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Woodhouse's Toad 

 

Your Health 

 

Five Reasons Why Getting 
Outside is Good for Your 
Health 
 
Jeffco Open Space visitors cite many 
reasons for coming to our Parks. 
According to the 2011 Citizen Survey, 
45 percent visit Jeffco Open Space to 
hike and walk; 23 percent visit to walk 
with their dog; 10 percent visit to mountain bike; and 6 percent to run. The rest make up a 
combination of bicycling, fishing, enjoying scenery, picnicking, wildlife viewing and horseback 
riding.  

One of the biggest reasons to get out and enjoy places like Jeffco Open Space Parks and Trails is 
something most people may not even realize: it benefits their health in significant ways: 

 

Spending time outside can help you reach the peak of health 



Boost Vitamin D. Studies suggest that this vitamin helps fight certain conditions, from 
osteoporosis and cancer to depression and heart attacks.  

Be Happier. Light tends to elevate people's mood, and there is usually more daylight available 
outside than in. Physical activity has been shown to help people relax and cheer up.  

Improve Concentration. Children with ADHD seem to focus better after being outdoors. It might 
just apply to adults as well.    
Heal Faster. In one study, people recovering from spinal surgery experienced less pain and stress 
and took fewer pain medications when they were exposed to natural light.  

Get More Exercise. If you make getting outside a goal, that should mean less time in front of the 
television and computer and more time walking and doing other things that put the body in 
motion. 
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Feature 

of the 

Month  
 

Lair o' the Bear Park 

Lair o' the Bear Webpage 
Park Map 
 
The recently reopened Lair o' 
the Bear Park in Evergreen is 
truly a jewel of the Jeffco 
Open Space system.  

Though somewhat small at 392 acres, Lair o' the Bear boasts an embarrassment of recreation 
riches and 10.2 miles of trail. Horseback riders, hikers, anglers, gold-panners, mountain-bikers 
and picnickers alike find enjoyment at this extremely accessible park. 

Bear Creek serves as the park's backbone, and several easy creekside trails grant access to the 
sound of its calming current. The more challenging Bruin Bluff Trail offers a more elevated 
vantage point. Lair o' the Bear also abuts a trio of Denver Mountain Parks, creating many 
potential loops and trail link-ups. 

Lair o' the Bear suffered from heavy damage as a result of the September floods. It was closed 
completely for several weeks, and reopened in November thanks to the hard work of volunteers 
and JCOS staff returning it to safe condition. 

 

Lair o' the Bear Park 
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Events and Classes 

 
Events are organized by date and color-coded to match their host Park. Underlined text indicates 
a hyperlink. The list has recently been updated to include the categories of Youth Events, Family 
Events and Adult Events. 

   
Boettcher Mansion 
(website)  
  
Colorado State University Extension   
(full schedule)    
  
Hiwan Homestead Museum 
(full schedule) 
 
Jefferson County Fairgrounds  
(full schedule)   
  
Lookout Mountain Nature Center    
(register here)     
  
Open Space  
(website)   
  
LMNC programs are FREE and registration is required unless otherwise noted. Register online or 
by calling 720-497-7600. Looking for a program for your class, scout troop, or other group? Visit 
the LMNC website or call to learn about group programs. 
  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
  

Youth Events  

 

  
   

Nature's Gifts 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Saturday, December 7 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 
Hey all you young naturalists. Have fun making nature-related holiday crafts for your loved ones. 
No registration required. Suggested donation: $3 per child. This special program takes the place of 
our normally scheduled Nature Nuts. (Ages 2-8, with an adult.) 



Nature's Gifts 
10 a.m.-12 p.m. Thursday, December 19 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 
Hey all you young naturalists. Have fun making nature-related holiday crafts for your loved ones. 
No registration required. Suggested donation: $3 per child. This special program takes the place of 
our normally scheduled Nature Nuts. (Ages 2-8, with an adult.) 
  
Preschool Nature Nuts: Antlers and Horns 
10:15 or 11:15 a.m. Thursday, January 2 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 
10:15 or 11:15 a.m. Saturday, January 2 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center)   
10:15 or 11:15 a.m. Thursday, January 16 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center)  
Many animals in Colorado grow antlers and horns to help them survive. Bighorn rams battle each 
other like ancient warriors bearing huge clubs, while bull elk defend their herd using their antlers 
like fencing swords. Learn more about the lives of these magnificent animals, as well as how to 
stay safe when viewing them in the wild. (Ages 3-5, with an adult.)   
  
Jr. Astronomers: Just Jupiter 
6-7:30 p.m. Saturday, January 18 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 
Jr. Astronomers are invited to join astronomy team members for a special program all about 
Jupiter. Learn the latest on observations, missions, peer through a telescope and more. This 
program will be indoors & outdoors. (Ages 6-10, with an adult.)  
  
  
  
   
 

Family Events  
  

Dazzling December Night Skies 
7-8:30 p.m. Friday, December 6 (Pine Valley Ranch Park) 
December skies are loaded with brilliant stars & deep space objects. Join astronomy team members 
for an engaging tour of the night sky and, weather permitting, view through telescopes.  
(Ages 10+.) 
 
Frosty Owl Hike 
7-8:30 p.m. Friday, December 13 (Mount Falcon Park - West Lot) 
Join this chilly, potentially snowy, night hike in search of resident owls. Find out about the 
fascinating, secret lives of these mysterious raptors and what you can do to help them thrive. 
(Ages 10+.)    
  
Jeffco Open Space Nature Journal Club Field Trip: Using Colored Pencils 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, December 14 (North Table Mountain Park) 
Want to deepen you love of the natural world, notice nature's tiniest details and spend time 



surrounded by the beauty of the outdoors? Start keeping a sketchbook nature journal! Join us for a 
journaling field trip in a different Open Space park each month and make this activity a habit. A 
short demonstration will be followed by time to write and draw as well as a potluck lunch. 
Previous attendance at one of our basic nature journaling classes is helpful but not necessary. 
Instruction is geared for adults, but children are welcome to attend with an adult. (All ages.) 
  
Winter Solstice Campfire Celebration 
4-6  p.m. Saturday, December 21 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 
Celebrate the first day of winter and welcome the new solar year at this outdoor gathering. Enjoy 
hot chocolate and a cracklin' fire, sing carols and hear stories of Winter Solstice celebrations. (All 
ages.)   
 

Winter Stories 
12-1:30 p.m. Sunday, December 22 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 

Take a walk through wintry ponderosa pine woods, then deepen your sense of place by listening to 

a story. (Ages 6-adult.) 

  

Full Moon Night Hike 
6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 15 (Alderfer/Three Sisters Park) 

Explore the trails by the light of the moon. We'll look for signs of wildlife, gaze at the night sky 

and experience the magic and tranquility of a winter's evening. (Ages 8+.) 

  
  

Adult Events    
  

  

Holiday Walk 
6-9 p.m. Friday, December 6 (Hiwan Homestead) 
The museum will be open in the evening during this joyful community celebration. The shuttle to 
other Evergreen areas stops at the museum. Beautiful decorations, chestnuts roasting on an open 
fire, hot cider and a wonderful holiday atmosphere await. Free event.    
  
KYGO Christmas Crusade 
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Tuesday, December 17 (Fairgrounds)  
  
New Year's Sorting 
8 a.m. - 9p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 27-29 (Fairgrounds)  
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Contact Jeffco Parks 



Jefferson County Open Space 
700 Jefferson County Parkway, Suite 100  
Golden, CO 80401 
303-271-5925 

 

CSU Extension Office 
15200 W. 6th Ave., Suite C 
Golden, CO 80401 
303-271-6620 
 
 
Lookout Mountain Nature Center 
910 Colorow Road 
Golden, CO  80401 
720-497-7600 

 
 
Hiwan Homestead Museum 
4208 S. Timbervale Drive 
Evergreen, Colorado 80439 
720-497-7650 

 

Boettcher Mansion 
900 Colorow Road  
Golden, CO 80401 
720-497-7630 

 

Jefferson County Fairgrounds 
15200 W. 6th Ave.  
Golden, CO 80401 
303-271-6600 

 
 
Weed & Pest Management 
700 Jefferson County Parkway  
Golden, CO 80401 
303-271-5989 
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