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Flood Recovery 
Timeline       
 

Our staff has been hard at 
work since the September 
floods, reopening many trails 
and Lair o' the Bear Park in 
the process. 
  
Apex Park is the only area 
that remains fully closed, and 
following months of 
preparation and planning, I 
am pleased to announce that the Park is ready for volunteers to 
lend their helping hands, weather and conditions permitting. 
   
Many of the trails at Apex Park were built in the 1970s and 1980s at 
grades most susceptible to damage from the flood event. Our staff 
assessed that 40 percent of the 9.5 miles of trail in the Park was 
damaged, including several areas that require a reduction in grade 
to achieve a more sustainable alignment. Apex Trail, the main 
artery through the Park, has gullies up to eight feet wide, mounds 
of boulders and stretches where the soil was entirely washed away. 
  
Phase I of the repair timeline, which is happening now, aims to 
open the northeast portion of the Park by March 31. More than a 
mile will be added to the Pick-N-Sledge Trail to realign it to an 
average grade of 10 percent. Phase 2 will extend the partial opening 
to provide an east-to-west experience via the Apex, Hardscrabble 
and Sluicebox trails. Slated for completion in the Third Quarter of 
2014, the goal of Phase 3 is to open the Park in its entirety with 
repairs to the Apex, Poco Calle, Sluicebox and Pick-N-Sledge trails. 
  
We are grateful for the outpouring of support from volunteers 
interested in repairing Apex Park and excited to begin hosting 

 

Tom Hoby, Director 

Jeffco Parks 

 



volunteer trail events. If you haven't already, be sure to sign up for 
our Apex Park e-mail list by contacting apexpark@jeffco.us. Trails 
Training Projects are continuing to be offered this month, as well as 
volunteer recovery efforts at Apex Park. To register for an event, 
please visit our EventBrite page. 
  
Happy Trails, 
  
Tom Hoby 
Director 
Jeffco Parks & Open Space  
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Stewardship Central: 
Get updated on the ongoing volunteer flood recovery efforts at North Table Mountain 
Park, Apex Park and more. Click here. 
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February and hearts are basically synonymous. How can Jeffco Open Space help keep 
your heart healthy? Click here. 

Feature of the Month: 
It's one of our most popular programs. Learn more about our monthly Nature Journal 
Club, including a testimonial. Click here. 

 

 

   
"What good is the warmth of summer, without the cold of winter to 

give it sweetness?" 
  

- John Steinbeck 

  

 

News & Information 

    

Volunteer Recruitment Open House Feb. 15 -- Learn about all the opportunities to join the 
Jeffco Open Space cause at our Volunteer Recruitment Open House from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 15. Staff members and volunteers will be on hand to help potential volunteers find 
positions that best suit their interests and schedules. For more info and to let us know that you are 
coming, go to our Eventbrite page. 

Winter Junior Ranger Program Feb. 22 -- A Winter Junior Ranger Event will be held at Pine 

Valley Ranch on Feb. 22. This is a great opportunity for children to learn how to be a good Open 



Space steward, how to be safe in the outdoors during the colder months, how early settlers ha 
rvested ice from Pine Lake, and more! 
  

Centennial Cone Seasonal Closure -- The late-season hunting closure at Centennial Cone 
Park was lifted Feb. 1 and the Park has reopened for multi-use recreation. 
 

4-H Dog Project Recruiting -- Children ages 8 to 18 are invited to get involved in some four-

legged fun. The project centers on dog training, obedience, showmanship and agility. For more 
information, check out this informational YouTube video or visit the CSU Extension website.  

New ATM at Fairgrounds -- An Automatic Teller Machine has been installed in the main office 

of the Jeffco Fairgrounds to improve customer service.  
  
Back to Top  

 

2014 Native Plant Master 

Program Offerings 

 
 

   
  

Would you like to learn more about the beautiful plants that grow in Jefferson County Open 
Space Parks? Take a Native Plant Master class and get to know the wildflowers, trees and shrubs 
you see every time you visit Open Space.   
  
We offer award-winning NPM curriculum courses in the field, where you will be personally 
introduced to the wildflowers, trees and shrubs growing along Jeffco Open Space trails and learn 
about their lifestyles, friends and enemies. We also offer special-topic indoor classes such as basic 
botany, sustainable landscaping and invasive weed control taught by CSU faculty and other 
experts.   
  
Under a new program, those completing three NPM curriculum courses are awarded a Colorado 
Flora Certificate. If you are interested in volunteering to educate others and receiving the certified 
Native Plant Master volunteer designation, see the NPM website. 



  
Many of these popular offerings have a waiting list each year, so register early at 
npm.eventbrite.com.  If you'd like to join the email list to receive monthly updates on offerings, 
click here. You can also browse the Colorado Plant Database at coloradoplants.jeffco.us for 
research-based information on more than 1,000 Colorado plants.  For questions, contact the 
program directly at npmassistant@jeffco.us or (303) 271-6620. 
  
Back to Top  

 

Stewardship 

Central 

  

Volunteer events at Apex Park have 
begun. Six volunteers joined Jeffco Open Space 
Rangers on Jan. 30 in installing some fencing in 
preparation for the staggered opening. Three 
new sections of buck and rail fencing were 
installed to separate the Phase One opening 
from the sections that will remain closed. Jeffco 
Open Space is grateful for the energy coming 
from the community!  
  
To keep up-to-date with upcoming trail days, 
please check our EventBrite page regularly. 
You can also learn more by visiting 
jeffco.us/parks/volunteer/. 
  

Volunteer efforts on the western half of the Rim Rock Trail at North Table Mountain 
Park wrapped up Jan. 28. Ten volunteers showed up ready and willing to work in the snow 
and wind for the last of six volunteer days on this section of trail since November, with 36 
volunteers putting in 293 total hours in conditions that at times were less than ideal. Eleven of 
these volunteers showed up for at least two of the projects, and five of those folks worked at three 
or more.   
  
Over 100 tons of fill material was shoveled and raked over about a mile of trail. We armored some 
frequently muddy areas with rock, experimented with some corduroy, added two log/rock trail 
features, built a few waterbars and installed numerous log checkdams. A huge Jeffco Open Space 
Trails Services shoutout to these volunteers for all of their help and enthusiasm! 
  

Volunteer Open House scheduled for 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15 at the 
Jefferson County Open Space Office, 700 Jefferson County Parkway, Suite 100, in 
Golden. Learn about all the opportunities to join the Jeffco Open Space cause at our second 

Volunteer Recruitment Open House of the month. Staff members and volunteers will be on hand 
to help potential volunteers find positions that best suit their interests and schedules. For more 
info and to let us know that you are coming, go to our Eventbrite page.    
  
Back to Top   

 

Volunteers and Rangers install fencing at Apex Park 

 



Nature Notes   
  

Emerald Ash Borer 
by Alicia Doran, Jefferson County Pest Inspector 

  
In September 2013 the City of Boulder discovered 
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) near 29th Street. EAB is 
a non-native invasive beetle from Asia that kills 
Ash trees by burrowing under the bark and into 
the outer layer of wood.   

Adults are slender, metallic green and about 3/8 to 1/2 an inch long. They fly May-September 
after emerging from the trees through small D-shaped holes.  
  

EAB was first found in 2002 in Michigan and has spread to 20 other states.Ash trees account for 
up to 80 percent of shade trees in urban and suburban areas, and in some regions 90 percent of the 
trees have been killed.   
  
Colorado's Department of Agriculture is implementing an emergency response plan to address 
this federally restricted pest.  Recently a quarantine was enacted that prevents the movement of 
affected materials including hardwood firewood from the quarantine area.  A small portion of 
Jefferson County is included in the quarantine. 
  
If you think you have EAB in your ash trees, or if you have any questions or concerns, or would 
like additional information, please contact the Colorado Department of Agriculture at 888-248-
5535 or email CAPS.program@state.co.us.  
  
Back to Top  

 

Emerald Ash Borer on a penny 

 

Your Health  
 
Candy Heart, or Healthy Heart? 

This Valentine's Day, instead of 
reaching for the box of chocolates, 
reach for your tennis shoes.  
 
Jefferson County Public Health and its 
partners recently completed a  
comprehensive health assessment and 
it revealed that cardiovascular disease 
is still the leading cause of death in 
Jefferson County. Addressing known 
risk factors such as tobacco use, high 
cholesterol, high blood pressure, 
diabetes, obesity and inactive lifestyle can greatly reduce risks for illness and death from heart 
disease.  
  
Jeffco Open Space provides the perfect solution to tackle one of the biggest contributors to heart 
disease: inactivity. Physical activity, especially aerobic activity, is good for your heart. It reduces 
coronary heart disease risk factors, lowers blood pressure, boosts levels of good cholesterol, 
improves your body's ability to manage blood sugar and insulin levels, and helps you maintain a 

 

Hiking helps you lose weight while spending time in gorgeous 

places. 



healthy weight. 
 
Back to Top   

 

Feature of 

the Month   
 

Nature Journal Club 
 
Do you love the outdoors? How 
about drawing? Jeffco Open Space 
has an ongoing event series, the 
Nature Journal Club, that can 
deepen your understanding and 
appreciation for both. The club 
meets at different locations with 
varying themes throughout the 

year, and nature enthusiasts of all ages are encouraged to attend.  
  
 "I'm very glad I attended the Nature's Sketchbook class at the Lookout Mountain Nature Center. 
The instructor was excellent and had a lot of items and examples to share for inspiration. It was a 
great way to get out in nature and remember to be present, take in the details, and record them in 
a creative and unique way. I will definitely be attending more classes like this in the future." 
~Katie 
   
The next meeting of the Nature Journal Sketch Club is:  
   
Jeffco Open Space Nature Journal Club Field Trip: Drawing Winter Trees  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Saturday, February 8 (Lair o' the Bear Park) 
Want to deepen your love of the natural world, notice nature's tiniest details and spend time 
surrounded by the beauty of the outdoors? Then start keeping a sketchbook nature journal! Join us 
for a free journaling field trip in a different Open Space park each month and make this activity a 
habit. A short demonstration on a drawing or painting topic will be followed by ample time to 
write and draw as well as a potluck lunch beside a crackling fire. Previous attendance at one of our 
basic nature journaling classes (which are offered several times a year) is helpful but not 
necessary. Instruction will be geared for adults, but children are welcome to attend with an adult. 
(All ages.)  
  

Back to Top  

 

Nature Journal Club 

 

Events and Classes 

 
Events are organized by date and color-coded to match their host Park. Underlined text indicates 
a hyperlink. The list has recently been updated to include the categories of Youth Events, Family 
Events and Adult Events. 

   
Boettcher Mansion 



(website)  
  
Colorado State University Extension   
(full schedule)    
  
Hiwan Homestead Museum 
 
Jefferson County Fairgrounds  
(full schedule)   
  
Lookout Mountain Nature Center    
(register here)     
  
Open Space  
(website)   
  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
  

Youth Events  

 

  
  
Homeschool G.O. Club: Frozen Creeks   
1-2:30 p.m. Wednesday, February 12 (Lair o' the Bear Park) 

The G.O. (Get Outdoors) and Explore Club is an unstructured nature play program, designed to 

get kids outdoors to explore. Parent discover fun ways to engage children in nature exploration 

thoughout the year. (All ages.) 

  

Preschool Nature Nuts: Beautiful Bluebirds  
10:15 or 11:15 a.m. Thursday, February 20 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 
Have you ever seen a bird that looks like a piece of the sky? Chances are it was a bluebird! 
Bluebirds make very special neighbors. Learn about the bluebirds that live in Colorado, and what 
you can to do help protect their habitat. (Ages 3-5, with an adult.) 
  

The Little Furry Guys We Only See In Books  
12-2p.m. Sunday, February 23 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 

Come and get a close up view of some of the different small mammals found in our open spaces 

and discover how they have made adaptations to our weather and environment to help them 

survive. (Ages 6+.) 

  
Preschool Nature Nuts: Nature Shapes and Textures  
10:15 or 11:15 a.m. Saturday, March 1st (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 
From fuzzy leaves to circular flowers, explore the many textures and shapes in nature. (Ages 3-5, 
with an adult.) 
  

Preschool Nature Nuts: Nature Shapes and Textures  
10:15 or 11:15 a.m. Thursday, March 6th (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 
From fuzzy leaves to circular flowers, explore the many textures and shapes in nature. (Ages 3-5, 
with an adult.) 



  
  

  Family Events  

  
  
February Star Party  
6-8 p.m. Saturday, February 1 (William F. Hayden Green Mountain Park) 

Did you know that the winter sky looks different from the summer sky? Join Bear Creek Lake Park 

and the astronomy team from Lookout Mountain Nature Center for a special evening program as 

we explore the winter night sky on William Frederick Hayden Park. We will have telescopes and 

binoculars set up for viewing and will meet in the Rooney Road parking lot. Please dress for 

winter weather. Registration Deadline: Jan 27. Register online at http://www.lakewood.org or call 

303-697-6159. (Ages 10+.) 

  

Jeffco Open Space Nature Journal Club Field Trip: Drawing Winter Trees  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Saturday, February 8 (Lair o' the Bear Park) 

Want to deepen your love of the natural world, notice nature's tiniest details and spend time 

surrounded by the beauty of the outdoors? Then start keeping a sketchbook nature journal! Join 

us for a free journaling field trip in a different Open Space park each month and make this activity 

a habit. A short demonstration on a drawing or painting topic will be followed by ample time to 

write and draw as well as a potluck lunch beside a crackling fire. Previous attendance at one of 

our basic nature journaling classes (which are offered several times a year) is helpful but not 

necessary. Instruction will be geared for adults, but children are welcome to attend with an adult. 

(All ages.) 

  

Winter Stories  
1-2:30 p.m. Sunday, February 9 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 

Take a walk through wintry ponderosa pine woods, then deepen your sense of place by listening to 

a story. (All ages.) 

  

Winter Jr. Rangers  

1-3 p.m. Saturday, February 22 (Pine Valley Ranch Park) 

Join Jefferson County Open Space Rangers, Naturalists and Cultural Historians for a fun-filled 

wintry adventure. Enjoy interactive presentations, cracklin' campfire and more. (Activities are 

designed for ages 6-10, but all are welcome.) 

  

Late Winter Skies  

7-9 p.m. Saturday, March 1 (Pine Valley Ranch Park) 
Early March skies are filled with fascinating deep space objects, while prominent Jupiter takes 
center stage. Peer through historic and modern telescopes during this engaging program with 
astronomy team members. (Ages 10+.) 
  
Why Go to Space? 
7:00 - 8:30 pm Friday, March 14 (Lookout Mountain Nature Center) 
In this talk, Solar System Ambassador and Lockheed Martin Propulsion Engineer Adam Pender 
will discuss the variety of benefits of a strong space program, including technological 
advancements which enable our current way of life, science discoveries leading to a greater 
understanding of our place in the universe, and "big picture" rationale for a strong national and 
global space effort. Presentation will be followed by what is sure to be a lively Q&A session. 
(Ages 10+.)  



  
  
  

Adult Events   
  

 
Plastic Model Competition 
9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday, February 15 (Fairgrounds) 

Volunteer Recruitment Open House 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Saturday, February 15 (Open Space Office) 
Learn about all the opportunities to join the Jeffco Open Space cause. Staff members and 
volunteers will be on hand to help potential volunteers find positions that best suit their interests 
and schedules. 
 
Gem and Mineral Show 
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Saturday, February 22 (Fairgrounds) 
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sunday, February 23 (Fairgrounds)  
  
Master Gardener Basic Training 

8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Thursday, February 27 (CSU Extension)  
  
Book Sale 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. Friday, February 28 (Fairgrounds)  
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